
Decolonization		
University Level


Objective


Explore and understand the Mauna Kea movement within the context of imperialism and 

decolonization. 

Guiding Questions

• What is imperialism? 
• What is decolonization? 
• How does the Protect Mauna Kea movement center Kanaka Maoli understanding of politics, 

law, economics, and culture? 
• How do the mothers and daughters in Standing Above the Clouds lovingly stand for Mauna 

Kea in political, legal, economic, and cultural ways? 

Activities


Activity #1. Understanding imperialism and decolonization 
• What is imperialism 

• Haunani-Kay Trask: “[Imperialism] is a total system of foreign power in which 

another culture, people, and way of life penetrate, transform, and come to define the 

colonized society. The results are always destructive, no matter the praises sung by 

the colonizer.” 

Contributed by: May Fu
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Activities Cont.


• What is decolonization? 
• the active process of resisting, transforming, and healing from colonial ideologies 

and structures through the reclamation and practice of Indigenous political, legal, 

economic, social, and cultural systems 

• Eve Tuck and Wayne Yang: “Decolonization specifically requires he repatriation of 

Indigenous land and life… Decolonization eliminates settler property rights and 

settler sovereignty. It requires the abolition of land as property and upholds the 

sovereignty of Native land and people.” 

• Describe and discuss past and present legacies of imperialism and decolonization in 

Hawai’i, the Pacific Islands, and beyond. 

• Situate the Protect Mauna Kea movement in relation to these concepts. 

Activity #2. Understanding the protection of Mauna Kea as a decolonial practice 
• How does the Protect Mauna Kea movement center Kanaka Maoli understandings of 

politics, law, economics, and culture? 
• Politics and law: kia‘i petitions and legal cases explain the fundamental and guiding 

principles of kuleana and aloha āina 

• Economics: Mauna Kea is not property, not for sale, and cannot be monetized 

• Culture: Mauna Kea is an ancestor, sacred place, and piko for the Hawaiian nation 

Contributed by: May Fu
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Activities Cont.


Activity #3. Understanding the women in Standing Above the Clouds as protectors and 

practitioners of decolonization 

• How do the mothers and daughters in Standing Above the Clouds stand for Mauna Kea in 

political, legal, economic, and cultural ways? 

Global connections
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